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Our MISSION 

The Pembroke Pines Charter Com-

munity will provide a challenging 

educational foundation to prepare 

students for college success and 

responsible citizenship. 

Our VISION 

Pembroke Pines Charter Schools in  

collaboration with students, par-

ents, and the community, endeavor 

to create a challenging and support-

ive organization of lifelong learn-

ers. It is our vision to actively en-

gage in a continuous process of 

intellectual, emotional and social 

growth that is unified in direction, 

yet diverse in approach and instruc-

tion. 
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Spring Testing Windows 

March 5th-SAT School Day : All Juniors have been pre-registered to take a FREE SAT 

exam during the school day. Test schedule and room assignments will be sent via email. 

March 13th: PSAT (grades 8-9) 

April 8th: BEST Writing Assessment (9th Grade) 

April 9th: BEST Writing Assessment (10th Grade) 

April 11th: BEST Writing Assessment (Middle) 

April 16 - April 17: FCLE Exam (12th grade Government Students) 

May 1-24: FAST (Grade 9/10), Algebra 1 EOC, Biology EOC, Geometry EOC, US Histo-

ry EOC 

May 21: Science (Grade 8) 

May 21 - 23: Senior Final Exams 

June 5-8: Underclassmen Final Exams 

See Calendar posted on website for Spring Testing Schedule. 

College     Citizenship    Community 

A SACS/CASI Accredited District 

Empowering Students for the Possibilities of Tomorrow! 

http://academicvillage.pinescharter.net/372/5187/High-School-Calendar
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lj9sL93z0fKEgSBbqplXP6Yo-F7VLc2MiFhi3PfDs0g/edit?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lj9sL93z0fKEgSBbqplXP6Yo-F7VLc2MiFhi3PfDs0g/edit
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Important High School Announcements 
Parent Advisory Meetings 

Our parent advisory meetings are held at 6:00 PM on the second Monday of each month at the SW Regional 

Library Auditorium.  Parent volunteer hours are given for attending the parent advisory meetings.  Please see page 

6 for dates.  Mark your calendars!   

Uniforms 

In order to maintain a safe and orderly campus, all students must be in proper uniform. 

On-Campus Supervision 

On-campus adult supervision is provided from 6:45 AM-2:30 PM.  Students who are at the library after school are 

subject to Broward County Libraries’ rules & regulations. 

Sign-Out 

Students will not be able to sign out after 1:30PM. 

Parent Volunteer Hours 

It is the parent’s responsibility to keep track of their hours.  Please note the following dates for your records.  The 

commitment of 30 parent hours must be completed by May 27th for underclassmen (grades 9-11) and May 13th for 

seniors (grade 12). Senior students whose parents have not completed the volunteer commitment will not be 

permitted to participate in the graduation ceremony.  In the event the parent volunteer commitment is not completed, 

your son/daughter will not be registered for the 2016-2017 school year. 

Student Code of Conduct 

Important High School Announcements 

Absences/Tardies 

When a student is absent, a parent must send a note within the 2 (two) days of the absences OR electronically submit via email to: 
hsattendance@pinescharter.net.  Notes must specify the full name and grade of the student date of absence(s), reason for absence(s) 
and parents’ signature. Failure to do so within 2 (two) days will result in an unexcused absence. 
 

 In case of extended absences, please email the Attendance Clerk for the Extended Absences Request Form at 

 hsattendance@pinescharter.net. 
 

  When emailing hsattendance@pinescharter.net please allow up to 72 hours from the date of your email (excluding 

 weekends and holidays) for the information to be updated in FOCUS. You will receive a phone call from the automated 
 system when your child is marked absent. Please login to FOCUS for the most updated attendance information.  
 

 SIGN OUT TIME: Parents may pick up their children no later than 30 minutes before dismissal time.  The person(s) 

 picking up the student MUST be on the Emergency Contact Card and have a picture ID. 

 If a student needs to be excused for early sign-out during the school day, please email the Attendance Clerk at 

hsattendance@pinescharter.net. This information can also be found on our school website on the Attendance & 
Tardy Information page. Please remember students are not permitted to be signed out after 1:30PM on regular 
school days.  

 

 Information on tardy policy can be found in the Proactive Discipline Plan. 
 

 Makeup work for credit is allowed for all excused absences. Students have 2 class days to make-up work for 

 each class day absent. Previously assigned work is due the day of return. 
 

 It is the student’s responsibility to reschedule missed quizzes/tests within the allotted period for make up work. 
 

Parent Advisory Meetings 

Our parent advisory meetings are held at 6:00 PM on the second Monday of each month. Parent volunteer hours are given for 
attending the parent advisory meetings.  See page 12 for dates.  Mark your calendars!   
 

Uniforms 

In order to maintain a safe and orderly campus, all students must be in proper uniform. 
 

On-Campus Supervision 

On-campus adult supervision is provided from 6:45 AM-2:30 PM.   
 

Parent Volunteer Hours 

It is the parent’s  responsibility  to  keep  track  of  their  hours.  Please  note  the  following  dates  for  your  records: The 
commitment of 30 parent hours must be completed by May 24, 2024 for parents grades 9-12. Senior students whose parents have 
not completed the volunteer commitment will not be permitted  to participate  in the  graduation  ceremony.  In the event  the  parent  
volunteer  commitment is not completed, your son/daughter will not be registered for the 2024-2025 school year. 
 

Drop-Off Policy 
Parents are responsible for contacting their children and ensuring students know to pick up all items during their lunch time or 
between classes.  Office personnel will NOT contact students as this disrupts the learning environment.   
 

School Hours 

School hours are from 7:15AM-2:00PM.  Students must be in their classrooms before 7:15AM. Any tardy students must report to the 
front office.  Students will NOT be able to sign out after 1:30PM. 
 

Late Policy 

Maximizing instructional time is critical for student success. As such students must arrive to school on time as well as arrive to each class 
on time.  
 

The Broward County Code Book for Student Conduct & Discipline Matrix is available on: 
 https://www.browardschools.com/codeofconduct 

For additional information about PPCHS policies and procedures, please review our Parent and Student Handbook:  
http://academicvillage.pinescharter.net/DocumentCenter/View/2888/PPCHS-Parent-Student-Handbook-2023-2024 

http://academicvillage.pinescharter.net/416/Attendance-Tardy-Information
http://academicvillage.pinescharter.net/416/Attendance-Tardy-Information
https://www.browardschools.com/codeofconduct
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High School Counseling Department 

 National School Counseling Week: February 5-
9. We thank our wonderful school counselors for
being the heart of our school. Thank you for your
outstanding hard work and support to our students
and families: Ms. Harris, Ms. Maycock, Ms. Plaskett,
Ms. Scott, Ms. Perez, and Ms. Moses.

 Course selections for the 2024-2025 school
year will begin in February 26th with course cards
being distributed.  Students will make selections
and receive teacher recommendations on paper
course cards. Counselors will meet with students to
review and enter their selections on Focus.

 Please visit the PPCHS SCHOOL COUNSELING 9-12 CANVAS COURSE and
click on the course selection icon for all information pertaining to course selection.
A copy of the course selection card and course descriptions will be available on
that portal.

Athletics Dept. 

Steve Bruns, 
Athletic Director 

954.538.3725 

sbruns@pinescharter.net 

SPAR 

The 2022-2023 School 

Accountability Report 

can be found by 

visiting  

https://
www.fldoe.org/
accountability/
accountability-
reporting/school-

grades/

School Counseling 
Department 

Gianna Scott, 
Grade 12 

Marie Harris, 
Grade 11 

Krystal Maycock, 
Grade 10 

Lisette Plaskett 
Grade 9 

Dana Ostendorf, 
ESE Specialist 

Pearl Moses, 
School Counseling 

Director 

High School 

Athletics 

Department 

February 23 Basketball (Boys) Varsity vs. St. Thomas Aquinas, 

7:00PM (REGION FINAL) 

Tennis vs. Dillard, 4:00PM 

Softball vs. South Plantation, 6:30PM 

February 28 Softball vs. Hallandale, 6:30 PM 

March 5 Volleyball (Boys) vs. Deerfield Beach, 4:30 PM 

March 7 Flag Football vs. Western, 4:30 PM 

Softball vs. Taravella, 6:30 PM 

March 12 Tennis vs.  Everglades, 4:00PM 

Softball vs. Cardinal Gibbons, 6:30PM 

March 13 Volleyball (Boys) vs. Hollywood Hills 

The Jaguars Boys Basketball 
team defeated South Plantation 
high school, who was ranked 5th 
in the state, by a score of 67–

55. Their win against St. Thomas
Aquinas on Friday, February 23rd, will
take them to the State Championships!

The Boys Soccer Team defeated 
Archbishop McCarthy, 2–0, in the 
regional semifinals, and will play 
Ronald Reagan high school on 

Wednesday on the Jaguar field for the 
regional championship. The Girls Soccer 
Team won their regional semifinal in a 
1-0 overtime shootout victory against
Archbishop McCarthy, and will travel to
American Heritage for the regional

championship also on Wednesday.  

Go Jaguars! 

Powered by a group of talented student writers, the CHAT newspaper is 
back for another new year! Editors, staff writers, and contributors from all 
across the Charter campus have chimed in and spoken up to make these 
new updates possible. Visit now on ppchsnews.com to catch bi-weekly up-
dates on school and community news, with even more on the way.  

Stay safe, Jags! 

-CHAT staff

https://ppchsnews.com/
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/accountability-reporting/school-grades/
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Teacher of the Year and Non-Instructional Employee of the Year 
 

 

Nancy Altimore, Language Arts Teacher 
 

Nancy, with over 40 years of teaching experience, embodies what an educator should be. 
Not only does she generously share her vast knowledge with new colleagues, but she also 
stands as a pillar of support within the department. Her selflessness is evident in her spon-
sorship of classes, organization of educational trips, and presence at student functions, all 
underscored by her infectious positivity. Beyond the classroom, Nancy's dedication is quiet 
yet abundant. She invests countless hours preparing for her annual 'Creepy Theater,' a 
testament to her creativity and commitment. Her support and willingness to share her 

teaching expertise make her an inspiration to all fortunate enough to know her."  

Scholarship Search Engines 

 

Visit http://academicvillage.pinescharter.net/280/Scholarships for scholarship updates and opportunities! 

Scholarship Search App: https://myscholly.com/ 

Going Merry: https://www.goingmerry.com/ 

Fast Web: http://www.fastweb.com/ 

Chegg: https://www.chegg.com/scholarships 

College Board Big Future: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search 

Cappex: https://www.cappex.com/scholarships 

Scholarship Owl: https://scholarshipowl.com/ 

General Scholarship Search Niche: https://colleges.niche.com/scholarships/ 

Scholarship.com https://www.scholarships.com/ 

Scholarship Guide for Black 
Students: 

https://www.moneygeek.com/financial-planning/paying-for-college/

scholarship-resources/black-students/ 

Scholarship Guide for Hispanic 
Students: 

https://www.moneygeek.com/financial-planning/paying-for-college/

scholarship-resources/hispanic-students/ 

Scholarship Guide for Asian- 
American Students: 

https://www.moneygeek.com/financial-planning/paying-for-college/

scholarship-resources/asian-students/ 

Debbie Cintron, Bookkeeping 
 

Debbie Cintron is an exemplary candidate for Non-Instructional Employee of the 
Year, and her exceptional dedication, determination, and consistent performance as 
our bookkeeper distinguish her as a valuable asset to our school community. Despite 
the high demands as Academic Village's bookkeeper, she greets everyone with a 
smile and patience. Debbie's unwavering commitment to her role has had a profound 
and positive impact, making her an incredibly deserving candidate for this prestigious 

recognition.  

http://academicvillage.pinescharter.net/280/Scholarships
https://myscholly.com/
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.chegg.com/scholarships
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search
https://www.cappex.com/scholarships
https://scholarshipowl.com/
https://colleges.niche.com/scholarships/
https://www.scholarships.com/
https://www.moneygeek.com/financial-planning/paying-for-college/scholarship-resources/black-students/
https://www.moneygeek.com/financial-planning/paying-for-college/scholarship-resources/black-students/
https://www.moneygeek.com/financial-planning/paying-for-college/scholarship-resources/hispanic-students/
https://www.moneygeek.com/financial-planning/paying-for-college/scholarship-resources/hispanic-students/
https://www.moneygeek.com/financial-planning/paying-for-college/scholarship-resources/asian-students/
https://www.moneygeek.com/financial-planning/paying-for-college/scholarship-resources/asian-students/
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High School Club & Campus News 

PPCHS Celebrates Black History Month 

Happy Black History Month! Black Student Union’s Annual Showcase is back on February 29th, 2024 ! Tickets are out now 
and will be sold on GoFan! You don’t want to miss it!  

National English Honor Society 

After our successful Recite Night in December, Poetry Slam earlier this month, and various Literary Fair contests, NEHS is 
very excited to announce PPCHS’s Literary contest winners, who will each receive a $10 gift card from NEHS and repre-
sent the school in their respective category at this year’s Broward County Literary Fair:  

In addition, this year’s PPCHS Poetry out Loud Recitation contest champion -- for the SECOND year in a row --  is Janessa 
Montilla! Janessa will receive $100 from NEHS and go on to compete in the POL state competition at the USF St. Peters-
burg campus on March 2nd.  We’re very proud of all of our talented students! 

PPCHS Robotics Team compete and win 

The PPCHS Robotics Team has been busy competing and winning!  In January, 

the team competed at the USF Bullrun tournament bringing home the Design 

Award and welcoming 8 former Robotics team members from the PPCHS clas-

ses of ‘21, ‘22, and ‘23, who drove to USF to sup-

port our team!  In February, our robotics team all 

competed.  Our DMR (Department of Microwave 

Repair) team went to Bristol, TN and competed 

against 65 other teams from around the country 

and Canada. Our team ended up in 17th place and made it to the quarter finals.   Our 

50810X, 50810S and Middle School 50810R teams competed in Boca and had great suc-

cess. In qualifications X placed 2nd, S placed 3rd and our middle schoolers placed 4th place. 

Teams X and S alliance for the finals and became the tournament Champions. In addition 

team X won the Excellence Award and Team S won the Design Award. They brought home 

another 4 trophies! We are grateful for all the wonderful and dedicated parents who sup-

port our Robotics program.   

Student Volunteer Opportunity 

Ms. Negron in Room M102 has volunteer opportunities for students after school throught the year on a first 

come, first served basis.  Email her at hnegron@pinescharter.net or drop by M102 for more information. 

Sydney Barnes: Short Story 
Angelina Berger: Personal Narrative 
Nikhil Sangamkar: Formal Essay  
Sophia Rizzo: Ekphrastic Poem 
Kiley Irizarry: Sonnet 
Isabella Cely-Garcia: Free Verse 
Amaya Mateo: Rhymed Verse 
Sade Alo: Villanelle 

Kayla Agudelo: Cinquain 
Mia Fu: Haiku 
Kiley Irizarry: Ode 
Sophia Rizzo: Poem for Two Voices 
Katelynn Harkelroad: Poetry Interpreta-
tion Poster 
Literary Comic Strip: Camila Vaca 

https://gofan.co/event/1365757?schoolId=FL67357
mailto:hnegron@pinescharter.net
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High School Club & Campus News 

PPCHS Model UN at the 2024 AHP and Gator Conference 

In the school year of 2023-2024, the Pembroke Pines Charter High School Mod-
el UN team has prided itself on its ability to discuss international diplomacy and 
how to solve problems in both real and fictional worlds. Throughout the year, 
PPCHS Model UN has hosted monthly meetings on how to format speeches, con-
struct directives, crisis notes, and position and resolution papers on a coun-
try or person’s stance, and collaborate with delegates from our own team 
and those from other schools alike. As of now, the PPCHS Model UN team 
has had the pleasure of attending and succeeding at the AHPMUN 
(American Heritage) and GATORMUN (University of Florida) conferences; 
later in the year, we plan to attend MICSUN (University of Miami) and 
FIMUN (Florida International University). 

PPCHS Model UN would also like to especially recognize the delegates 
that won awards at these conferences… 

National Merit Scholarship Finalists 
Congratulations to Emily Brown, Iris Lee, and Nikhil Sangamkar for being named National Merit 

Scholarship Finalists. Every year nearly 1.6 million students apply for National Merit Scholarships; one 

percent of those applicants are selected as National Merit Finalists. These three PPCHS students will 

compete for 7,500 scholarships worth more than $31 million.  

Students who qualify for the National Merit Scholarship Program are honored for showing exceptional aca-
demic ability. The highest-scoring entrants from each state are named semifinalists. To be considered for a 
National Merit Scholarship award, semifinalists must fulfill several requirements to advance to the finalist 

standing.  All National Merit Scholarship win-
ners will be announced this spring. Winners 
will be selected from the group of finalists 
based on their skills, accomplishments and 
potential for success in college. 

AHPMUN: 

 Aarohi Bali and Karina Garcia ‘25: Outstanding
Delegates (2nd Place)

 Brooke Wooden ‘27: Outstanding Delegate (2nd
Place) and Plenary Speaker

 Sanya Gidwani and Gabrielle Jarvis ‘26: Verbal

Commendation (4th Place)

 Mikayla Hines ‘27: Verbal Commendation (4th
Place)

GATORMUN 

 Aarohi Bali and Karina Garcia ‘25: Outstanding Del-
egates (2nd Place)

 Gavin Poore ‘24: Honorable Delegate (3rd Place)

 Daniella Milian ‘24: Honorable Delegate (3rd Place)

 Alejandro Agudelo ‘27: Honorable Delegate (3rd
Place

 Kayra Arik ‘27: Verbal Commendation (4th Place)

Emily Brown Iris Lee Nikhil Sangamkar 
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More High School Club & Campus News 

PPCHS HOSA is going to STATES 

The PPCHS chapter of HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America) will 
be competing at the State competitions, following great success at regionals! 
We had 100+ students compete, 42 place and 28 students moving on to 
States.  A heartfelt shoutout to every competitor—your dedication and hard 
work truly shone thorugh, making the completion an extraordinary experi-
ence for everyone.  Whether you placed or not, every moment contributed 
to our collective success.  See below for highlights and placements. 

Speech and Debate Team Raises the Bar 

Our PPCHS Speech and Debate Team are members of the 
National Speech & Debate Honor Society and Florida Forensic 
Association, and get to compete in a total of 15 different Speech & 
Debate Tourna-ments.  This year’s highlights include 12th grader 
Shivraj Singh’s Cham-pionship 1st Place performances at the YALE 
University, University of Florida, and Nova Southeastern University 
Tournaments. In the category of Public Forum Debate, Gavin Poore 
and Aakash Suresh (12th grade) won 1st place at Ft. Lauderdale 
HS tournament, 2nd place at the Nova Titan Invite, and placed in 
the top 16 teams for Emory University.  They also earned 2 Gold 
level Tournament of Champion bids for how well they performed this 
season.  Most recently, our team is competing at the Harvard 
Tournament!  Great job, Jags!  
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Senior Corner-Class of 2024 

Congratulations, Seniors!  PPCHS is behind the scenes finding ways to com-
memorate this awesome achievement during this unique time.  In the mean-

time, please note the following: 

• Prom: Prom will be held May 18, 2024 at the Hilton Harbor Beach Mar-
riot in Fort Lauderdale.  Ticket sales will be announced soon and will be 
for $140 on MyPaymentsPlus (www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome).  Our 
theme is ’A Night of Floating Lights’.

• Grad Bash: Grad Bash will be Saturday, April 13th.  All forms are due 
by March 1st.

• Graduation Assessment Fee: ALL Seniors (12th graders) are assigned a 
Graduation Assessment Fee.  This fee assessment is used in an effort to de-
fray some of the cost of the graduation arrangements and the printing 
costs of diplomas.

◊ The assessment fee is $40.00.  Seniors can pay this fee via their 
MyPaymentsPlus account (www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome) un-
der “Events & Activities”.

◊ The deadline to submit your payment is April 1, 2024. If you have 
any questions, please contact Mr. Capiro at

Dcapiro@pinescharter.net.  Thank you for your continued support!

 Cap & Gown: It is time for you to order your official Cap & Gown and Class of 2024 merchandise for
Pembroke Pines Charter High School Graduation! Start browsing our digital catalog at
www.Jostens.com and order today.  Students will receive their Cap, Gown, Tassel, Custom Graduation
Medallion and Diploma Plaque the week of graduation. You will retain all items including the gown.
Graduation announcements will be delivered approximately 1 month before graduation.  Please contact
Jostens at www.Jostens.com if you have any ordering questions.

Class of 2024 Sponsor  

Jessica Brandt 

Jbrandt@pinescharter.ne

Graduation Date: Friday, May 31, 2024, 5:30 PM

Graduation Rehearsal: Thursday, May 30, 2024 

Rehearsal Time: TBD 

Graduation Time: TBD 

Graduation Location: Charles F. Dodge City Center Pembroke Pines 
601 SW City Center Way 
Pembroke Pines, FL  33025 

Ticket Count: TBD 

Graduation Information 

mailto:mchevres@pinescharter.net
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Home of the Jags! 

 

17189 Sheridan Street 

Pembroke Pines, FL  33331 

 

School Website:  hs.pinescharter.net 

Main Phone Line: 954.538.3700 

Main Fax Line:  954.538.3715 

 

Pembroke  P ines  Char te r  S choo l s  a t  A cademi c  V i l l age  Campus   

Governing Board Members 
 

Frank Ortis, Mayor 

Iris Siple, Vice-Mayor 

Angelo Castillo, Commissioner 

Thomas Good, Jr., Commissioner 

Jay Schwartz, Commissioner 

Aner Gonzalez, Pines Charter School Liaison 

Charles Dodge, City Manager & Superintendent of Schools 

Fe b rua ry  

01 - Report Cards Issued 
12 - Parent Advisory (6:00 PM) 
13 - Interim Reports Issued 
14 - Early Release/Day of Service  
(Dismissal at 11:45 AM) 
19 - Holiday: President’s Day (No School) 
 

Ma rch  

07 - Charter Study Day (Dismissal at 10:30AM) 
11 - Parent Advisory (6:00PM) 
21 - Early Release (Dismissal at 11:45 AM) 
22 - Teacher Planning (No School) 
25 - 1st Day of Spring Break 

 

 

Ap r i l  

01 - Spring Break Ends - 1st Day Back 
08 - Parent Advisory (6:00 PM) 
10 -  No Sc hoo l  

16 - Report Cards Issued 
 

Ma y  

07 - Interim Reports Issued 
13 - Parent Advisory (6:00 PM) 
24 - Early Release (Dismissal at 11:45 AM) 
27 - Memorial Day (No School)  

Ju ne  

03- Parent Advisory (6:00 PM) 
10 - Early Release (Dismissal at 11:45 AM) 
11 - Teacher Planning (No School) 
28 - Report Cards Issued 

Faculty Members Broaden Their Areas of  Expertise  

All of our professional teachers are continuously upgrading their skills and developing increased levels on content 
expertise. We would like to recognize those teachers at Pembroke Pines Charter Schools at Academic Village 
Campus who are expanding their expertise beyond their current certification by pursuing college work and/or 
training sessions to become certified in another subject. While completing this work, they will be teaching those 
subjects to students. They have been approved by the School Board of Broward County to teach out of field.  
 

The following teachers are out of field for the first and second semester of the 2023-2024 school year: Alyssa Benitez 

(certified Social Science 6-12) Out-of-field for English 6-12 and ESOL, Carmen Blanco (certified Mathematics 5-9) Out

-of-field for Mathematics 6-12, Bianca Carbone (certified in English 6-12) Out-of-field for ESOL, Luz Gil (certified So-

cial Science 5-9) Out-of-field for Dance, Patricia Jackson (certified in English 6-12) Out-of-field for ESOL, Heather 

James (Certified Social Science 6-12) Out-of-field for English 6-12 and ESOL, Rebecca Lewis (certified in English 6-12) 

Out-of-field for Computer Science, Lisette Ponce (Certified Elementary Ed. K-6) Out-of-field ESOL. 




